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“Thank you for your kind e-mails and new information. There were
wonderful days in Prague! 

Thank you for your care and excellent organising of the Seminar.”

With best regards, Dr Ludmilla Priimägi, Chair,
Estonian Association Anti-AIDS

some comments
on the event
from participants

“Dear organisers of the Prague Seminar,
Congratulations to the big success you had in organising the Seminar

in Prague and thank you for your hospitality.  I am of the opinion that the
structure of the conference which you set up facilitated discussions on
the subjects extremely well and can be regarded as exemplary.  I am
willing to contribute to carrying forward subjects and items identified and
looking forward to a vivid exchange.

Once again, thank you and best regards!”

Helmut Walerius, European Commission, Communicable,
Rare and Emerging Diseases, Luxembourg

“Thank you very much for the invitation to the Conference, for perfectly
organised event and very useful papers we have listened to. I hope that
“further events”  could be expected?”

Best regards, Joze Hren, Executive Manager,
AIDS Foundation Robert, Slovenia

Communicable diseases have been a major force for the development of grass
roots movements and “civil society” in general. Why? Because these diseases
affect people personally. Mutual support in caring for the sick and preventing
new infections has produced a huge “bottom up” movement in society – often
forcing a “top down”1 response due to public pressure. All Health and
Enlargement documents from the EU stress the need to give this more support
through additional funding and also (as demonstrated in Prague) by establish-
ing strong working relationships between relevant organisations in existing and
applicant states. The need to control of the public health threats and the devel-
opment of an assertive, sophisticated civil society are clearly key elements in
the accession to the Union. They are not mutually exclusive, they can be
s u p p o r t i v e .

1 Sethi (1994), Schilts, (1987), Edgar, (1991).
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The single most significant issue of this event was the interpretation and role of
‘Civil Society’ and it’s impact on public health.  Throughout the two day event,
there was lively debate, and whilst there was no single agreement on a definition,
participants decided ‘civil society’ was the social, political, economic, moral and
ethical context for discussing all other issues raised.

1 . 1 With this Seminar, ECPP was trying to put into practice its belief that indi-
vidual patient needs in the area of communicable diseases, in any member state
can best be served by looking after the public health of the entire European Union. 

There is ample evidence in Africa and East Asia that HIV and TB can substantial-
ly disrupt the economic and social development of a country and a region1.  Wi t h
the benefit of hindsight, it is clear which social and economic characteristics have
led to these epidemics, and these characteristics exist in Central and Eastern
E u r o p e 2 .

The socio-economic impact of public health cannot be the sole responsibility of
any one sector of society.  Civil Society or its predecessors such as ‘stake-hold-
ers’ has to be activated in order to mitigate the effects.    

1 . 2 This seminar, its preparation and follow-up, is an example of ‘Civil Society’
in practice.

ECPP is fundamentally concerned with moving from the rhetoric of such terms,
and towards the practice of such theories, and this process has been accelerated
through the process of ‘Prague 2000’.  ‘Doing’ civil society is hard work but it is
the only way to bring about the necessary changes.  It is crucial that these princi-
ples are applied to all relevant areas of public health planning and practice.

It is individuals and organisations, which are charged with political responsibility
for bringing the health systems of candidate countries into line with EU require-
ments.  This cannot be achieved independently of others within any definition of
‘civil society’.  ECPP has and is providing an opportunity for those with politically
accountable responsibilities, to explore the implications of this with individuals and
organisations accountable to a range of groups within civil society.  This is done
in the recognition that political accountability alone delivers nothing, and that the
changes required here are only possible on the basis of shared responsibility,
which must be done in a climate of respect and equality, and not one of strict hier-
archical status and instruction.

s e m i n a r
f i n d i n g s



1 . 3 ECPP does not under-estimate the challenge of creating and then oper-
ating within civil society.

Such an approach is proving difficult enough in existing member countries, where
active engagement between politics and people is in theory at least, more familiar
than in those countries emerging from central(ist) control.  Without honesty and
robust participation, ‘civil society’ is no more significant than the many other terms
used over many years, and it will remain as rhetoric and hardly ever be seen as
p r a c t i c e .

1 . 4 The lines of accountability on all issues of accession are most clearly and
obviously seen in the negotiations between governments and the EU.  

Getting agreements at that level is merely stage one; in each case, it is organisa-
tions well beyond government that are responsible for making such agreements
work in practice.  The complexity of these processes expose, identifying the effect
politically negotiated agreements have on civil society, and on its ability to change
both systems and practice.

Each part of the system needs to know how agreements have been reached, and
how they impact on the next in line.  In the case of the EC, the increasing realisa-
tion that such processes are complex, and that all elements of civil society need
to be mobilised is very welcome3.  Even more, is the willingness – even the enthu-
siasm – to work with civil society so those implementation plans are more realis-
tic4? This was evident at the seminar, where both administrators and parliamen-
tarians were active as presenters and workshop participants.

1 . 5 EU Enlargement seems to pay most attention to political accountability.
ECPP draws equal attention to the accountability other agencies of civil society
have.

It is outside current collective experience to be facing a set of diseases with the
capability of destabilising countries and regions.  The US has declared AIDS ‘a
threat to its national security’5.  This is understood to mean the civil disruption,
social breakdown and economic ruin it is causing in a number of countries, and
the related impact on the ‘national interests’ of the US.  Such interests include
border security, the supply and demand sides of international trade, and wider
global responsibilities to resolve conflict and reduce poverty and crime.

These issues are even more relevant within Europe, where countries share land

2 Whiteside, (1999), Whiteside,1992).
3 W H O, 2000.



borders and in many cases in the FSU, also share ethnic communities. It is con-
sidered to be in the interests of all, that European countries have competent dem-
ocratic governments, economies which both produce and consume goods and
services, which have an educated and appropriately skilled workforce, and soci-
eties which have the minimum of illegal activities.  HIV in particular is capable of
disrupting all of that development.

1 . 6 Because of the socio-economic consequences of HIV, HCV and TB, the
Seminar considered ‘the role of business’, and how it needed to invest in and
make civil society work.

Examples were given of the social responsibility of employers, as well as the par-
ticular role of the pharmaceutical industry.   For many, this was novel and contro-
versial, and is far from a straightforward issue6 in established western democra-
cies for the companies themselves.  It is necessary to justify to senior managers
and shareholders the economic as well as the social benefits of developing a ‘role’
in the development of civil society.  At the moment, and certainly in Central and
Eastern Europe, this role for the industry is evolving rapidly, driven by a number of
industry leaders, and pressure from civil society groups.  

Business and pharmaceutical industry colleagues not only part-sponsored and
attended the Seminar, but were also visible as presenters, workshop leaders and
active participants.  This robust involvement is essential at this stage of
Enlargement, and even more importantly, at this stage in the changing relationship
between the industry and its consumers.

1 . 7 The sensitive debate about access to medicines is of pressing urgency in
candidate countries.

It is extraordinary that there is even the need to provide medicinal drugs on the
basis of global need and country survival, rather than on usual business princi-
ples.  Over-use of words such as ‘unprecedented’; ‘catastrophic’; devastating;
eventually cloud our ability to tackle these epidemics.  The re-positioning of the
pharmaceutical industry as social partner – as a player in civil society - and
UNAIDS explicit intention to encourage the production of generic drugs, provides
a vastly different backdrop for tackling HIV and the other serious communicable
d i s e a s e s .

Undue public attention on the price of drug treatment has been paid to provid-
ing affordable treatment in Africa. Even in this region, the essential contradic-
tions between business principles and the stark evidence of socio-economic
need for drug treatment have not been resolved.  The present approach to

. . . c o n t i n u e d



negotiating reductions in price is on a country by country basis.  This is proving
unsound in Africa, and does not provide the robust relationship there or in
Central and Eastern Europe, necessary to redefine the place of the industry in
the prevention and treatment of these diseases.”  Without a clear policy of com-
mitment to resolving the contradictions of business principles with the socio-
economic need for drug treatment, tackling the emerging epidemics in candi-
date countries will be severely constrained.  Prague 2000 demonstrated the
commitment of the industry and of UNAIDS to address this in central and
Eastern Europe, including candidate countries.

1 . 8 The event was planned and carried out from the fundamental principles
of ECPP, those of a patient-led, multi-interest debate.

Feedback from participants confirmed that for most, this was their first opportu-
nity to address these key issues in a multi-sector/interest/perspective group.    The
input, process, and outputs from workshops were considered to be of consider-
able practical value as well as being intellectually and professionally challenging.
Furthermore, the inclusion at all stages of what was described as the ‘role of busi-
ness’ was seen as provocative by many, and for colleagues from the candidate
countries, an entirely novel concept.   

A number of key issues became clear during the seminar.

For the EC : there remains a gap between the intentions of the develop civil soci-
e t y, and the active involvement of appropriate organisations, as clearly identified
in the presentation of Mr Kroger.  It is necessary to build bridges between EC
processes and in-country practices, and the seminar suggested ways of doing
this, including coaching and mentoring.

Among the most difficult issues to resolve, is how to develop the small, front-
line organisations of civil society, especially those that do not “adopt the party
line”.  It is here we might suggest that the industry and major funders can show
leadership in those countries where they are already operating, they can
demonstrate how to grow civil society when government is too busy, or too
nervous.  There is always a need for organisations in a healthy society to be
able to “bite the hand that feeds them”.  It is such organisations that will face
the greatest difficult in obtaining government or other support.  It is these
organisations that are vital to a sophisticated civil society.

4 Commission Staff Working Paper on Health and Enlargement Health (1999), The Commission
and Non Governmental Agencies Building a Stronger Partnership, (2000).

5 The Commission and Non Governmental Agencies Building a Stronger Partnership, (2000).
6 C I A, (2000).
7 Korten, (1994), Fo r g a r t y, (1990).



The seminar ended on Saturday afternoon with a round table discussion on “Next steps”.   This was com-
bined with feedback from the participant’s end of seminar feedback.  From this a set of next steps was
devised and forms the basis of proposed further action.  Some of which is already in place.

PRAGUE 2000 THE NEXT STEPS

A c t i o n Pu r p o s e W h e n

An e mail network Updating participants on information, C o m p l e t e d
polices, proposals,

ECPP web site For documents, discussion groups, Mar 2001 
n e t w o r k i n g

S e m i n a r National Action & Fr a m e w o r k s 2 0 0 1 / 2 0 0 2
on Public Health

S e m i n a r Member States, EU & Applicants 2 0 0 1 / 2 0 0 2
States on Border Issues

Professional development Training in professional techniques D i s c u s s i o n s
brainstorming, workshops, etc O n g o i n g

Mentoring Network Mentor individuals in EU funding Discussions 
and other processes O n g o i n g

It is clear some of these actions are actionable in a short time, with limited resources.  But some clearly
require action by larger institutions and governments.  

Many of the participants of the seminar had been delegates to an EU hosted workshop in Barcelona in
1999 on Health and Enlargement.  The attendees at this event had been delegated by their respective gov-
ernments to attend.  Yet the knowledge gap was wide – most, even though being the “designated” experts
on Health and Enlargement where unaware of many of the various EU funding and technical assistance
mechanisms. 

n e x t
s t e p s



The policy seminar in Prague from 3-4
November addressed the issues of com-
municable diseases for the applicant
states of the European Union. It held as
its main theme the involvement and
development of civil society (community
based, and patient led organisations) in
the development of policy and planning
and delivery of services.   

Without exception, feedback confirmed
that participants believed the event was
successful.  Reasons given included:

the mix of participants from govern-
ment, NGO’s, health, business and
the pharmaceutical industry.
the topics covered, and the integrat-
ed approach taken; 
the planning and structure of the
event, particularly the time given for
discussion and networking.

The most valuable and most discussed
elements were civil society, its nature and
development and how public health can
be a tool for its development.  And con-
versely how public health is forcing
development of civil society especially in
the HIV sector.  The other valuable find-

ing was, for the first time, for many of the
participants – the interrelationship being
made explicit between public health, HIV,
HCV and TB.

The purpose of the seminar was to
examine the issues and the role of Civil
Society in the “Continuum of Care”; the
EU and its view of non-governmental
organisations.  Their role in fostering par-
ticipatory democracy, representing the
views of citizens, contributing to policy
formulation, European Integration and
their relationships with the Commission.

Civil Society: a working definition and
how it might be developed.
The Continuum of Care, what it means
and how it related to the seminar, specifi-
cally addressing the role of government
and NGO’s in prevention, treatment and
care of people living with HIV. 
The European Union and Non
Governmental Organisations’s.
UNAIDS its role, perceptions and impact.
The “Think Tank” a “model” of how
patients and industry can work together,
addressing issues of mutual concern,
and concomitantly influencing EU policy.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

t h e
s e m i n a r

The format of the seminar was simple;
presentations from experts on the key
topics of:Civil Society;

The Continuum of Care; 
The European Union and Non
Governmental Organisation’s.
UNAIDS, its view of the role of civil
society and HIV;
The “Think Tank” a model of patient
and industry partnership.

Paired speakers presented case studies
o n :

Business and HIV;
Mother to Child Tr a n s m i s s i o n ;
Hepatitis C, Injecting Drug Users;
Tuberculosis (including Multi-drug
r e s i s t a n c e )

Each topic was followed by structured,
f a c i l i t a t o r-led discussion, in multi-sec-
toral/cross country workshop groups.
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There were 5 workshop groups, each of which was required to report on one of
the set questions on each topic.  This was presented in the form of a poster at the
end of each of the workshop sessions.  In addition, key points from all other
questions were recorded.   The findings from the workshops formed the basis of
this report.

CIVIL SOCIETY & THE CONTINUUM OF CARE

What might the state response have looked like had HIV arrived 15 years
a g o ?

What elements of this response are still both available, and desirable?

Where would these elements fit within the continuum of care?

The continuum of care model described here will not be perfect for all situ-
ations. For the purposes of this meeting, what do you think are its
strengths and weaknesses? 

Civil Society is a term much used in key documents from a number of
organisations and agencies. We have been offered a few of these already,
including this one

“A social institution made up of voluntary membership organisations, either
conflicting or inter-dependent, but aiming at an improvement at an
improvement in public life either for their members or for a larger section of
the population.”

To what extent does this definition fit a) your own understanding of the
term; b) the purposes of this meeting?

Where necessary, agree a working definition that better fits the purposes of
the next 2 days.

To what extent does the ‘continuum of care’ fit with your working definition
of ‘civil society’? 

What do you se as functions of NGOs within the continuum of care? 

What is the function of government within the continuum of care?

What is the relationship between NGOs and between them and the gov-
ernment sector?

t h e
w o r k s h o p s



Business & Public Health

Business is viewed as being an integral part of society with social responsi-
bilities, how can these views be encouraged in our own countries.

How do we encourage business to be involved, and change it approach
from viewing employees as simply expendable labour to being worthy of
proper investment.   Whose role is this? Government can offer incentives
such as tax breaks, give grants and amend employment legislation; the
press and society can also press for change.

Should business be allowed to insist on pre employment testing for HIV?
This has implication for whether we allow firms to insist on genetic testing
for diseases.

What are the benefits to business & society for business to be an integral
player in the field of public health?  Can these benefits be shown to be
other than bottom line – cost benefit analysis?  Are there intangibles?

Prevention of mother to child transmission

The Economic issues – Cost of testing and treating those needing treat-
ment versus the cost of treating infected infant and mother when she falls
ill. Included in this area are consideration of areas such as the cost of for-
mula-feeding instead of breast-feeding for HIV-positive women; costs of
hospitalisations; costs of other diagnostic tests that might be needed; loss
of earnings and tax revenue; increased dependence on the State.

Ethical issues – Human rights, protection and safety of individuals and their
health and well-being as a duty of the State; Public welfare issues related
to this. Rights to have a family, and rights to terminate a pregnancy?

Moral issues: Compulsory versus voluntary testing – what is the right thing
to do? Availability of various treatments and interventions for various popu-
lations – criminals, drug-users, immigrants. Issues around refusing an inter-
vention – to choose to breast-feed when you know you are HIV- p o s i t i v e ?

Emotional issues – stigma, birth of infected baby and how to support, part-
ner notification – blame and violence, perceived losses – such as the loss
of your future, and how to cope, etc.

Political issues – Governmental interventions versus privacy rights, public
safety considerations, notifiable diseases and management, rationing of
healthcare, etc.



Hepatitis C & Intravenous drug users

E c o n o m i c
Hepatitis C is a preventable and in many cases, treatable disease.   Early
identification is important in preventing complications & reducing costs.
How can we achieve this?

Po l i c y
Are needle exchanges, prescription of injecting drugs, and the availability
of methadone politically acceptable?  In the UK the HIV epidemic within the
drug using population was effectively stopped by the availability of free
needle exchanges.  Is this possible for us, and if not in place, how do we
manage this?

M o r a l
Hepatitis C is transmitted sexually as well as by blood products.  Is there a
public education programme in place around the Hepatitis viruses – and
how safe are the blood banks?

Pr a c t i c a l
Do our national policies provide a climate for drug users to come forward
for testing and treatment? How can NGO’s provide a safe and trusted inter-
mediary between states and citizen?

Tu b e r c u l o s i s

Moral & Economic
Is confinement an option for successful treatment and containment of TB in
a society with strong civil and human rights?   What are the resource impli-
cations of confinement versus community based treatment?

How do we address the changing power balance between doctors and
patients, which is already evident in the West and will emerge in the East?
How the medical profession cope and how can change be implemented?

E t h i c a l
How honest should doctors be with their patients?  Is the doctor’s primary
responsibility to their patient or the public?  

Po l i c y
Dr Coker said “the most effective single way of stopping the tide of TB
from rising is to reduce the levels of incarceration”, this implies a possible
confrontation between public health and the judicial requirements – how
can these be overcome and what are the potential implications?

Pr a c t i c a l
How can we support people with TB to receive treatment in the community
– for what might be many years.  

. . . c o n t i n u e d



We would like to thank the Chair of the seminar, John Bowis MEP, for all his hard
work in during the seminar and in both the preparation and reporting afterwards.

John Bowis M E P, Chair

A Member of the European Parliament, elected 1999.  He is his Pa r t y ’ s
Spokesman in the Parliament on the Environment, Health and Consumer
Po l i c y. He is also a member of the Development Committee and Vice
President of the Committee for relations with the Countries of Central Asia.
He is currently Rapporteur for the Parliament on Food Safety and also on
the Health Implications of Enlargement of the EU.

From 1997 to 1999 he worked with the World Health Organisation in sup-
port of their Global Campaigns on Mental Health and Neurological
Disorders.   

From 1987 to 1997 he was a Member of Parliament in the UK, serving in
the Department of the Environment and the Welsh Office before being
appointed as Health Minister from 1993 to 1996 and Transport Minister
from 1996 to 1997.  Before entering the British Parliament he worked for
the British Insurance Brokers’ Association and was an elected Councillor
for a London Borough, where he served as Chairman of Education.

Lindsay Neil Leader of the event and consultant, part of the organising committee

Previously a Director of Sexual Health at the (UK) Health Education
A u t h o r i t y, Lindsay became a freelance consultant in 1995, covering a
range of issues: strategic and programme development, design and man-
agement of projects which build organisational capacity, and reviews,
intelligence gathering and feasibility studies.      

Key work in that time includes: Project Director, HIV Prevention Project
Ukraine (EU and USA Funded), Russian Public Health (drugs and alcohol)
funded by TACIS Bistro; developing self support for Sex Workers in the
Ukraine funded by UNAIDS; and Public Health and Civil Society for
Eastern and Central Europe funded by the European Coalition of Po s i t i v e
People. 

Megan Bick C o n s u l t a n t

Megan has studied Russian history, literature, social and economic poli-
cies at Exeter and London Universities. For the past 13 years she has
been working in the spheres of education, health and welfare and civil
society development mostly in the countries of the former Soviet Union,
but also in Central and Eastern Europe. 

Megan has worked for a range of organisations, from the British
Government’s Department for International Development, British Council
and Foreign and Commonwealth Office to small local self-help groups.
Recently she has helped found an organisation specialising in women’s
issues, “Women in Societies in Transition”(WIST) where she is now Chief
E x e c u t i v e .

t h e
s p e a k e r s



Martin Kröger
Mr Kröger is a European civil servant of German nationality, working in the
European Commission’s Secretariat-General (Commission department
under the direct responsibility of the Commission’s President). The
Commission’s Secretariat-General is entrusted with the co-ordination of
the European Commission’s policies, including crosscutting issues such
as the Commission’s relationships with NGO’s and other civil society
organisations.  Mr Kröger has been chairing an inter-departmental work-
ing group in the Commission, the task of which is to prepare Commission-
wide guidelines on best practices in consulting civil society organisation.

Mr Kröger has a legal background. He has worked for the German
Federal Ministry for the Environment, where he worked on the follow-up
to the ’92 Rio Earth-Summit (in particular the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change). After joining the civil service of the European
Commission, he has dealt with international environmental issues and
then with policy co-ordination in the department for education, profes-
sional training and youth. Since 1998 Mr Kröger has been working on the
European Commission’s policy towards civil society. 

Ben Plumley Presenter & workshop facilitator
Communications Adviser at the UNAIDS Secretariat, Department of
External Relations, in Geneva. 

He joined in August 2000 to develop advocacy strategies for the pro-
gramme on issues such as Access to Care, working with suppliers of med-
ications and other commodities, the HIV community and NGO’s, as well as
governments and UN agencies.  He first became involved in HIV in a vol-
untary capacity in 1989, through a variety of community based and AIDS
Service Organisations in the United Kingdom.  From 1996 to 2000, Ben
worked at Glaxo Wellcome, where as Head of HIV External Relations, he
managed Positive Action, the company’s international HIV community
development programme. In addition, he helped establish the Global
Business Council on HIV/AIDS and helped establish the company’s “pref-
erential pricing” programme of reduced price HIV medications for devel-
oping countries. 

David Earnshaw P r e s e n t e r
A specialist in European Union decision-making.  He was Director of
European Government Affairs and Public Policy with SmithKline
Beecham, based in Brussels.

P r e v i o u s l y, he was deputy-managing director of GPC Market Access
Europe; and before that researcher for the Chairman of the European
Parliament’s Committee on Environment, Public Health and Consumer
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Protection (Ken Collins).  During the 1980s he taught European politics at
H e r i o t-Watt University, and Hatfield Polytechnic.  He has also worked in
British government.  He has published widely in the academic literature
on EU decision making and institutions.

Henry E. Chang P r e s e n t e r
Senior Director of Business Development and Strategic Planning at the
D u Pont Pharmaceuticals Company (DPC) and is responsible for business
development activities for DPC’s virology portfolio.  He was appointed
Global Director, Scientific and Community Liaison of World-wide Pu b l i c
Policy of DPC from May 1999 to July 2000, where he co-ordinated DPC
support of grassroots programs on HIV/AIDS prevention and education in
sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America, and Eastern Europe.  

M r. Chang was Research Director at AIDS Healthcare Foundation, where
he established and managed a community clinic based in Los Angeles
specialising in the conduct of HIV/AIDS clinical trials and treatment edu-
cation.  Before his service at AIDS Healthcare Foundation, Mr. Chang was
a student research with Dr. David D. 
Ho’s at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center and the University of California, Los
Angeles. 

Alexander Lichy P r e s e n t e r
Alexander Lichy studied at the Faculty of Natural Sciences of Charles
University in Prague and majored in organic chemistry. After graduating,
he worked in fundamental and clinical research (School of Medicine,
Charles University and Institute of Rheumatology in Prague) and has
completed a two-year post-doctoral fellowship at the Max Planck Institute
for Biochemistry in Germany.

Since 1994 he worked as a computer media editor, first as software sub-
editor for Computerworld, published by IDG (International Data Group),
and then as deputy editor-in-chief of CHIPweek.  

Currently he runs his Internet consulting firm – ALMS. The business activ-
ity covers web design, communication Consultancy, on-line marketing
and advertising and Internet projects realisation. The main focus is on
projects dealing with life science, medicine and pharmacy.

Dr Ruth We b b Presenter & workshop facilitator
A qualified veterinary surgeon, she has practiced both in UK and in Africa.
Diagnosed with HIV in March 1993, she has two children, Sarah born
February 1998 and Anna born May 2000.

Currently she is Chairman of the UK Coalition of People Living with HIV &



AIDS, and of the European Coalition of Positive People. Member of vari-
ous organizations including the Board member of Positive Nation,
International Community of Women, the British HIV and AIDS (BHIVA )
Executive Committee, and the Royal College of General Practitioners
Working Party on HIV.

Krzysztof Tomasz NIEMIEC M D, PhD, Presenter
Dr Niemiec is Associate Professor in Obstetrics and Gynecology in
Research Institute of Mother and Child in Wa r s a w. He has been a
Consultant Gynecologist in the Center for Diagnosis and AIDS therapy
since 1991 and head of the Family Health Department since 1998. His
research interests focus on maintenance of high-risk pregnancy and
gynecological problems in HIV positive women. He is responsible for
gynecological management of HIV infected women in Po l a n d .

Jean-Charles Ry f f M D, presenter
Born in Meknès (Marocco), he has graduate and post-graduate medical
training in Basel, Hamburg, Brooklyn, Hartford, New Haven and
Providence. After 15 years f academic medicine with a subspecialisation
in infectious diseases and immunology he joined Roche’s clinical
research in 1980 where he created and led a number of international proj-
ect teams in the new area of virology and cytokines. In 1997 he founded
BRAIN‰, a virtual company which develops and also implements strate-
gies for the practical application of biotechnology discoveries. He has
been actively involved for several years as vice-president of a foundation
and member of the board of various Not for profit organizations serving
mainly the healthcare and social rehabilitation of drug addicts. He is best
summarized (in his own words) as an imaginative, irreverent iconoclast
with a pragmatic strain.

Judit Honti MD P r e s e n t e r
A medical doctor, with a specialization in Ps y c h i a t r y. Currently working in
a Municipal Hospital, Psychiatry and Addictology Ward. She attended
Johns Hopkins University, since which she started an Outreach Needle
Exchange Program since 1996.  She has also worked on establishing a
Methadone Maintenance Program. She is a founding member of the
Central-Eastern European Harm Reduction Network in 1997, and
between 1997-2000 has been its co-ordinator. 

She was a member in the Scientific Advisory Panel at the 11th
International Conference on the Reduction of Drug Related Harms in
1998, and is a Program Committee member in the 12th conference this
y e a r. She is an executive committee member in the International Harm
Reduction Association since this year. 

. . . c o n t i n u e d



Dr Richard Coker M D, MSc, DFPHM, FRCP, presenter
A Public Health physician based at The London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine. He is also a consultant physician in GU and HIV med-
icine to St. Mary’s Hospital and senior lecturer at Imperial College School
of Medicine. In 1997 he was granted a Harkness Fellowship by the
Commonwealth Fund of New York and spent a year as Visiting professor
to The School of Public Health at Columbia University, New York, where
he researched the public health responses to the contemporary infec-
tious diseases threats, in particular tuberculosis. 

Since 1999 he has led the Task Force on the urgent response to STIs in
Eastern Europe for the World Health Organization, and has worked at
The Wellcome Institute as a Research Associate researching domestic
legislative responses to infectious diseases. He has published extensive-
ly in the scientific literature and is the author of several chapters and
books. His most recent book is ‘From Chaos to Coercion: detention and
the control of tuberculoses was published earlier this year.

Paul Mayho P r e s e n t e r
Paul Mayho, a former health care worker, was diagnosed HIV positive
over a decade ago. In April 1995 he was infected with multi-drug resist-
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This event received support funding and other
resources from a range of sponsors, which
reflects and demonstrates the breadth of interest
in the health status of candidate countries.  These
are: The European Union – Commissioner Burn,
of DG Health and Consumer Affairs, The
European Parliament, The World Health
Organisation, The Foundation for Open Society,
the American foundation for AIDS Research,
Positive Action, Boehringher Ingelheim, Bristol
Myers Squibb, Du Pont Pharma the European
Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries
Association, F Hoffman La Roche, Merck Sharpe
& Dohme, Pfizer Europe, and Smith Kline
Beecham, It is particularly important to note that
sponsors took part well beyond the conventional
mechanisms.  This is a point we wish to stress, as
it exemplifies the ECPP fundamental principle of
active participation by interest groups, and it
demonstrates the commitment of these sponsors
to the process of ‘Health and Enlargement’.  The
Prague Seminar, its preparation and its follow-up,
is an example of ‘Civil Society’ in practice,
whichever definition of that term is being applied.  

1 Sethi (1994), Schilts, (1987), Edgar, (1991).
2 Whiteside, (1999), Whiteside, (1992), 
3 WHO, 2000.
4 Commission Staff Working Paper on Health and Enlargement Health (1999),
The Commission and Non Governmental Agencies Building a Stronger
Partnership, (2000).
5 The Commission and Non Governmental Agencies Building a Stronger
Partnership, (2000).
6 CIA (2000)
7 Korten, (1994), Fo g a r t y, (1990).
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